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DECLARATION OF WAR.
Tuesday, August 4th, 1914.

Downing Street was full of anxious and excited people
as we motored to the House of Commons the next day:
some stared, some cheered, and some lifted their hats in
silence.

I sat breathless with my face glued to the grille of
the gallery when my husband rose to announce that an
ultimatum had been sent to Germany. He said :

" In conformity with the statement of policy made
here by my right hon. friend the Foreign Secretary,
yesterday, a telegram was early this morning sent by him
to our Ambassador in Berlin. It was to this effect :

" ' The King of the Belgians has made an appeal to
His Majesty the King for diplomatic intervention on
behalf of Belgium. His Majesty's Government are also
informed that the German Government has delivered to
the Belgian Government a Note proposing friendly
neutrality entailing free passage through Belgian territory
and promising to maintain the independence and integrity
of the Kingdom and its possessions, at the conclusion of
peace; threatening in case of refusal to treat Belgium as
an enemy. We also understand that Belgium has cate-
gorically refused this as a flagrant violation of the law of
nations. His Majesty's Government are bound to protest
against this violation of a Treaty to which Germany is
a party in common with themselves, and must request
an assurance that the demand made upon Belgium may
not be proceeded with, and that her neutrality will be
respected by Germany. You should ask for an immediate
reply/

" We received this morning from our Minister at
Brussels the following telegram:

fc' German Minister has this morning addressed Note
to the Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs stating that
as, Belgian Government have declined the well-intended